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BACKGROUND

A world working party has been named to continu€
d€veloping harmonization in Europ€ and other
Holstsin.Fri€sian hsrdbooks. Oatton Hodgins, HolstEin
Canada's Program Manager fof Type C6ssification is
one of the five panicipants. The main task ol this group is
to recommend the basis for a worldwid€ harmonization oftype ctassification: traits, classification systems,
evaluations and publication of type proofs for A.l. bulls.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
HARMONIZATION

Linear Type Traits

Oit{erent lrom previous classificaion systams,
classitication is based on measurement of type
ra|her than opinions,

Advantages ot tinear scoring:

a) trails are scored jndividua y
o) scores cover biological ex.tremes
c) variation within traits is iden fiaole
d) degree. rather than desirabitity, is marked

The tinear rype traits are divided into two groups: (.t)
standard traits and (2) optional trarts.

_ _tt 
woutd be advantageous if afl countdas would accept12 standard traits and two opflonat traits. This ispanlcurafly rmpodant with the increasing gen€tic

exchange wortdwide. With harmonization of evaluitions,it will be much easier for breedeB to interpret an;
undersland sire proots of all counties.

Standard Traits

Standard traits meel the following requirements and

a) lin€ar on a biological scat€
b) singte traits
c) heritabte
d) of economic value
e) measured instead of scoreo
0 showrng variagl-!:,rthin the pooutation
g) essent|at /

I

7. Fore Udder

g. Rear Udder
Height

9. Centre Ligament

10. Udder 0epth
point scale

11. Teat Placement . front teats
12. Teat Length . kont teats

. height in kont of hip bones
- depth of body at the rear rib
- nrps to ptns; 3 is level on a 9

point scale
- prn width
- angle: side view
- dragonat or toot angle (often

ditticutt to score)
- strength ol anachment

(anachment has economic
value, Iength does not)

- orstance between base of vulva
and top ol milk secreting hssue

- named'udder support. earlie:
(clen)

- 2 is levei with the hock on a 9

1.

c.
b.

Statur€
Body Oepth
Rump Angle

Rump Width
Fear Legs Set
Feet

I

linear
traits
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Optional Traits
There afe a number ot additionat katts which do rol

meet all requiremenb for the standard traits. Thev iav
0e added to the classrfication report ol a couri:r 

',

consrdered beneticial.

The working group considers two optionat lraits lo ce
morg important than tha others:

Chest width - width of chest floor (previousty nanreC
.str€ngth.)

Angularity - evidencs ot milking ability (not a singte
trart)

ENHANCED TYPE CLASSIFICATION
PROGRAM

In Canada we now classify for 21 descriptjve traits anc
62 defective charaderistics. With the imptementation ca
th€ Enhanced Type Ctassilication program in late .992
our system will involve 21 descriptive traits (SOme have
been redefined) inctuding evaluations for body depth a.c
teat length and 25 - 30 defeclive characteristics. We ,,vri

continu€ to evaluate for additiooal traits, includino siz--
loin strength, bone quality. udder te)iture, |'ea, atac-nn e^:
width, udder floor (tjlt) and rear teat placement as wert 3s
defective characteristics. The Enhanced Tvce
Classilication Program wi enabte the Canadian :ar".
industry to continu€ to provide tne most comoiere
information to breeders wortdwide.
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CURRENT TYPE
cLASSIFtCAflON

PROGFAM

Chest Floor

Loin Strength

Thurl Width

Thurl Location

Pin Sening

Bone Ouality
Bear Legs Side View

Position / Stance

Udder Oepth

Udder Texture

Median Suspensory

Fore Atlachment
Rear Anachment

Height

Rear Anachmenl

width
Fore Teat Placement

Rear Teat Placement

ENHANCED TYPE
cLASStFtCATtOt{

PROGFAM

Stature

:''"

--uarry Form

Eody Skenglh

Loin Strength

Body oeprh

Pin Wdth

Pin Sening

Foot

Bone Ouality

Rear Legs Set

Udder 0epth

Udder Texture

Median Suspensory

Udder Floor

Fore Attacnment

Rear Anachment

Height

Rear Anachment

widrh
Fore Teat Placemenl

Flear Teat Placemenl

Fore Teat Length

EXPORT NOTES
Showing is Impoftant to Export

Development

Every year millions of dollars are contributed to lhe
pfomotion ol Canadian livestock genetics by the
Canadian government, breed associations, Semex
Canada and livestock exponers. Promotion is carried out
through all and varied channels - video, print, missions.
hospnality... the list goes on. Yet one of the most
etlective methods Canadians have of promoting their
canle is the use of the show ring.

Each year around the world and at home, Canadian-
bred and si.ed canle are shown and exhibited. The
people anending these shows judge tor themselves the
quality ol Canadian breeding. The majority ol these show
animals also have very substantial production records,
The tacts speak tor themselves - Canaoa is the source
oI l1ly 'balanced breeding'.

Canle shows in Canada and outside the country are
ooe ol the best promotional tools we have. They are
costly and time consuming, yet the benefits of increased
iniefest in th€ breed is evident. A great deal ot
appreciation needs to be shown to those dedicated
individuals who continue to show and oromote the

Notes d'exportation
Les exoositions sont imooftantes au
dev e lo ppe m e nt de I' e xpo rTatio n

Le gouvernemenl canadien, les associations de race,
Semex Canada el les exponateurs de bdtail contribuent,
chaque annee, des millions de dollars a la promotron de
la gdndiique du bdtail canadien- Toutes les Possibilitds
de p.omotion sont utilisdes - viddos, imprimds. missions.
hospitalitd, ... el la liste coninue. Cependant. les
concours d'exoosition reDr6sentent une des m6thodes de
promolion les plus etticaces a la ponde des canadiens-
Chaaue annde, au Canada et panod dans l€ monde. des
bovins d'dlevage canadien et des sujets saillis pat des
gdniteurs canadiens sont exooses. Les personnes qui

assistent a ces expositions peuvent iuger d'eux-mCmes la
qualitd de l'6levage canadien. La maiorite de ces sujets

d'exoosition gossedent aussi des recotds de production

apprdciables. ll ne reste qu'a s'incliner devant les laits.
Canada est etfectivement une source 'd'elevege
6quilibt6'.

Les exposilions de bovins au Canada et a l'dtranger
reprdsentent un des meilleurs outils promotionnels a
notre disposition. EIles sont co0teuses et requierent
beaucoup de temps et d'etfons, mais les bindlices
r€sultant de I'intdrCt croissant envers la race sont
6videnis. Tous ceux qui continuent a se d6vouer po.,:t

exposer et promouvoir la race meratenl toule notre
aDgrdciation.

Stature

Size

Style

Head

DEFECTS

DESCRIPTIVE TRAITS

SCORECA

CURRENT ENHANCED
TYPE CLASSIFICATION : TYPE CLASSIFICATION

PROGRAM PROGRAM

General Appearance.l
Capacity I
Dairy Characier

Rump

Feet & Legs

Mammary System

Fore Udder

Rear Udder

Dairy Character

Rump

Feet & Legs

Mammary System

Udder Prolile

Fore Udder

Rear Udder
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