
INTERBULL Audit Expert Group: Preliminary reportl

Group consists of: Jan Dommerholt, The Netherlands (convenor)
Bemard Bonaiti, France
Rex Powell, USA
Paola Rozzi, Canada
Robin Thompson, IJK
Gottfried Averdunk, Germany
Georgios Banos, INTERBULL Centre

The group was formed in April 1995 with main objective to provide, on a country request, an
assunnce that genetic evaluatioru produced in this counEy arc as accurate as possible and comply with
intematjonally accepted standard r€quircments, The group has now met twice. some main points
discussed follow:

1 Breeding value estimation is more than computer progmmmes. Accuracy ard bias depend on
testing prognmme, data collection, rnodel used in the evaluation, and appmpriate prc-
adjustsnents.

2 'I'he working group recommends that INTERBULL does not issue stamps or certificates, but
concentxatres on expen services.

3 Updated rccornmendations/guidelines on brceding value eslimation methods for national
evaluations must be prcduc€d.

4 The ICAR guidelines should be r€fen€d to for data rccording and mllection.

5 INTERBULL Bulletins 4,5, and 6 should be updated and expanded. This information slpuld
also be made available on-line in addition to the printed venion.

6 The working group suggests that INTERBIJLL expand their service to include assessorent and
definition of methods [o check national testing and evalualion systems. Reference data sers
and/or comput€r prcgrammes may be considercd for this maner.

7 TIla, working group is discussing to set up a trial with volunteering countries to evaluate the
possibility to creat€ and use a reference data set for evaluating national breeding value
estimation programmes. Inputs from other expens will also be soughl

E The working gmup is discussing the idea of applying Iso-standards for national breeding
value estimation.
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